Summary

Between 1957 and 1959 Lothar Eckhart conducted archeological excavations in the fort and vicus Schlögen . The respective information was published in 1969 in volume 25 of the series “Der römische Limes in Österreich”. He was then hoping for quick publishing of the finds yet it was not done. In fact Christine Schwarzer began editing the relief sigilatta / Reliefsiggilata? following her 1984 research in the vicus but never embarked on editing the large rest of the finds.

By means of an Austrian endowment fund for scientific research a project was set up through which all finds (not just the Roman ones) of the years 1957-1959 and 1984 as well as the old finds were inventoried, sketched, specified and catalogued in Passau. 

Due to practical reasons the analysis of the finds was done without the findings of Lothar Eckhart. Nonetheless, it allowed for a differentiated archaeological history concerning the settlement of fort and vicus Schlögen. 

The first and chronologically oldest nucleus of the settlement thus proved to be the area of the vicus which lies on the Hochgupf (approximately middle 2nd century AD), whereas the camp appears to have been established after the Marcomannic Wars in 169 AD. This important location appears to first have been marked by a road post which was later further fortified  in order to secure the already existing route on the southern bank of the Danube. After the fortification the development of fort and vicus followed parallel patterns in that the finds allow for comparisons. The make up of the finds reveals interesting differences, which according to G. Moosbauer might be interpreted as structural differences regarding the nature of their supplies and sociological differences.

The finds of the 3rd century which contain burned objects as well as the findings of L. Eckhart, who refers to an older horizon of huts stained by fire “ältere Hüttenlehmbrandschicht”, provide for a fire stained soil horizon / Brandhorizont?. The finds hint toward an occupancy that lasted well into the 5th century, although in Late Roman times the nucleus of the settlement appears to have been the area of the fort. 

The analysis presented is based on the detailed presentation of smaller Roman finds. Contrary to the Pre-Roman material, finds from medieval and modern times still await their editing. The catalogue of smaller finds is structured according to functional groups: metal, glas, relief sigilatta / Reliefsigilatta, flat sigilatta?, glancing red clay ware, light clay based ware and red clay ware with a red slip / Engobe?, grey clay based ware, grey ware with coating or smoothing, Lavez?, stone memorials and within a separate section Late-Roman ceramics. In each case the catalogue is preceded by a scant summary concerning the group of ware in question. The pieces are  consecutively numbered and representatively mapped on the tables 1-61.

Annex 1 is based upon a thesis presented in 1994 by E. Herzog at the University of Passau dealing with the graffiti of Schlögen and Künzing. The graffiti are presented in connection with the main results of the analysis. 

Annex 2 contains B. Prokisch’s list of coins referring to Schlögen.

Even though stratigraphical observations were not used in the analysis of smaller finds, a representative inventory of finds from an Upper Austrian/Western Noricum Danube fort was nonetheless achieved and thus made available.

Trying to integrate the chronology of finds into the stratigraphical findings of L. Eckhart failed because the analysis of a detail screen showed medieval material in seemingly stratigraphical enclosed contexts. Therefore a well-ellaborated complete inventory of finds exists but no matching chronology of finds.

The project Schlögen was a long lasting didactic-pedagogic experiment combining both teaching and research. This publication now successfully brings the sometimes long years of work to an end.   

